
1 ‘Civility Stagecoach’ 

Date: around 1880 
- It was built by Island carriage 
builders Richard Bird Cheverton for 
Albert Emmanuel Vanner & Son.  
- It ran from Ryde to Newport.  
- Horse drawn traffic declined with 
the introduction of motorised 
transport at the start of the 20th 
Century. 
- The lamp was lit by candlelight so 
that it could be seen in the dark. 

  

2 Southern Vectis 563  

‘Lodekka’ double decker bus 
LD6G (reg. SDL 268) 
- 65 of these were delivered to 
Southern Vectic between 1954 and 
1959.  
-  It has an engine in the front and 
the driver is in a separate cab. This 
is why a conductor was needed. 
People got on and off the from an 
open entrance rear platform. 
- The late Alan Cooley had been 
the Southern Vectis bus painter for 
49 years when he retired in 2014. 
He painted a Mallyshag, the Isle of 
Wight word for a caterpillar, on 
various places on the bus, from 
small ones on the inside to ones 
painted across the entire roof. This 
one is just above the pole on the 
platform. 
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Southern Vectis 721 
‘Lowbridge’ double decker bus 
Date: 1947 
Registration: EDL 657 
- It has an engine in the front and 
the driver is in a separate cab. This 
is why a conductor was needed. 
People got on and off the from an 
open entrance rear platform. 
- In order to fit under low bridges, 
usually railway bridges, the 
gangway was sunken so that the 
roof height could be lowered. 
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Southern Vectis 216 
Bedford coach  
Date: 1949 
Registration: FDL 676 
- 16 of these small Bedford 
coaches were delivered between 
1947 and 1950. They were used 
for island tours.  
- As larger coaches were allowed in 
1950 they were soon replaced. The 
small coaches were then used for 
town and rural bus services. 
- Note how the headlights are on 
stalks rather than moulded to the 
shape of the coach.  
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Southern Vectis 559 
Tadpoles ‘Lodekka’ double decker 
bus 
Date: 1958. Converted to a mobile 
home in the 1970s 
Registration:  PDL 519 
- This bus used to run out of the 
Shanklin depot until 1978.  
- It was then bought by a holiday 
company that became known as 
Top Deck Travel. 
- The bus travelled overland from 
Europe and Asia to Kathmandu in 
Nepal. It took about three months 
in either direction. 
- After 20 trips the engine failed in 
1997. It came to the museum in 
1998 and after being repaired it 
visited Dublin in 2008 and was 
used in a documentary film in 
2011, making a further 22,000 mile 
trip to Kathmandu. 
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Ford Transit minibus 
Date: 1985 
Registration: B259 MDL 
- In 1986 buses became de-
regulated and new operators 
started operating minibuses, often 
serving recently built estates. 
- This was used as a ‘Hydrobus’ 
that operated between Newport 
and Cowes pontoon, meeting the 
Red Funnel hydrofoil from 
Southampton. 
- Later on it was used on routes in 
the Bonchurch/St Lawrence and 
Ventnor area. 
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Southern Vectis (5)625 
‘Steamer’ single decker bus 
Date: 1993 
Registration: K125 BUD 
- This bus was one of a batch of 13 
delivered to London General in 1993. 
- In 1993 they were all sold to the 
Oxford Bus Company who converted 
it to a single door layout. 
- It returned to the Island for school 
and festival work in 2009.  
- After being converted into a partial 
open-top with sliding roof and 
became the Shanklin Steamer in 2011. 
- In the winter of 2014/15 in was 
converted into a café bus for the 
museum. 
- Note the bus has an engine at the 
rear of the bus. From the late 1950s 
this innovation led to passengers 
being able to enter the bus from the 
front and paying the driver.  
- From 1966, UK transport regulations 
changed to allow the operation of 
urban double-deck buses by a driver 
only, who could now collect fares and 
supervise all passenger loading and 
unloading. 
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Toy bus made by a bus driver for 
his child. 
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An engine that went in the front 
of the bus. 
Date: 1940s 
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An engine that went in the back 
of a bus 
Date: 1970s 

  

 


